(From the Med. Chir. Trans., Vol. xxxiv. 1851.) Elizabeth Williams was one of eight children, of whom seven reached adult age. Her father, who had been insane for some years previously, died at the age of 73, her mother at that of 68. Two of her brothers and one sister died of phthisis, and this sister was insane for some years before her death.
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Elizabeth Williams was one of eight children, of whom seven reached adult age. Her father, who had been insane for some years previously, died at the age of 73 , her mother at that of 68. Two of her brothers and one sister died of phthisis, and this sister was insane for some years before her death.
Two brothers and a sister survive in good bodily health, but the sister is of weak intellect: and Elizabeth herself had, x>n more than one occasion, shown indications of insanity.
As a child, E. Williams' health had been good, but it became much impaired about the age of 15, when she began to menstruate; and ever since then she had frequently, indeed almost constantly, suffered from pain in the back, referred especially to the pelvis. About the age of 23 the pain became much severer than it had ever been before ; but, in spite of this, and of the advice which she received from some medical man not to marry, she married, at the age of 25, the husband of her deceased sister.
She did not become pregnant until fifteen months after marriage; but conception was followed by a very considerable increase of pain, associated, during the latter half of her pregnancy, with a great and rapidly increasing difficulty in walking. For some weeks before her confinement she did not move further than from her bedroom on the second floor to her sitting-room on the first floor, where she generally spent the whole day lying or sitting upon her sofa. Sometimes, however, she moved about her room, and on the day before her confine ment, was occupied in putting up curtains to the windows; her disinclination to walk seemed to be due, at least, as much to her nervous temperament and wayward disposition, as to any physical incapacity for exertion.
She was in the fifth month of her pregnancy when she placed herself under the care of Mr Wren, of Brownlow Street, to whose kindness I am indebted for many facts in her history, as well as for the permission to lay her case before this Society. There was nothing in her appearance, either when she first came under Mr Wren's care or subsequently, to suggest the idea of her being deformed ; the only peculiarity which she presented being that she always stooped very much forwards. During her pregnancy her bowels required the constant use of purgatives ; her appetite was bad, she was much annoyed by heartburn, had occasional faintings, and suffered much from palpitation ; her pulse beating habitually 120 in the minute, (a rate of frequency which she said it had manifested for years), but varying under every source of excitement. She was nervous and excitable in the highest degree, looking forward with much apprehension to her labour, and especially to the pain attending it; and was urgent in extorting a promise that she should be permitted to inhale chloroform when labour came on.
It was in this unfavourable state, both of body and mind, though much benefited by Mr Wren's treatment, that Mrs Williams reached the end of her pregnancy, and labour pains came on at 1 a. m. on the 7th of May 1850; she having been married just two years, and being in the 27th year of her age.
Mr Wren was summoned at 3 a. m., and discovering, on his first examination, the existence of extreme pelvic deformity, despatched a messenger for me, and I arrived at a quarter to 5 a. m. I learned that the pains which the patient had had were very feeble, and returned only about every quarter of an hour. She bore them, however, very ill, tossing about the bed, crying out for chloroform, and becoming almost unmanageable on any attempt to make a vaginal examination.
She was a small, slender person, and, as she lay in bed, presented no sign of deformity, and her extremities were straight and well formed. Her face was pale, anc\ her pulse frequent and feeble.
On examining her spine, it was found to be perfectly straight, there any blood nor any sort of morbid secretion.
The pelvis was a very well -marked specimen of the deformity produced by mollities ossium.
The lumbar vertebrae had been driven down into the pelvic cavity, so that, as the body lay upon its back, a line drawn from the symphysis pubis directly backwards, touched the upper part of the fourth lumbar vertebra.
The length of such a line was 4*2 inches.
Transverse diameter of the brim 4* ?
The rami of the pubes were projected forwards into a beak, the width of which was *75 of an inch, while its length, measured from the inner surface of the symphysis, was 1*2 inch ; by which the antero-posterior diameter was reduced to 3 inches.
The bodies of the fourth and fifth lumbar vertebrae were much flattened, so that from the upper part of the fourth to the upper part of the sacrum they measured only 1*5 inch.
The sacrum was so greatly curved that from about its third vertebra it ran horizontally forwards. At the same time, the recovery of those patients who have survived the operation, does not seem to be attributable to the adoption of any one appropriate and wellconsidered plan of treatment; but their history is characterised by the very slight degree in which the shock was experienced, or the rapidity with which it spontaneously passed away; so that the fortunate issue of the operation appears to have been due to the vigour of the patient rather than to the skill of the doctor.
In fifty-six out of the 147 cases, or in 37 per cent., the symptoms during life, and the appearances discovered after death, were those of inflammation of the peritoneum, or 
